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KAM engages UNIDO Director General Mr Li Yong
Kenya Association of Manufacturers
(KAM) engaged the United Nations
Industrial Development Organisation
(UNIDO) Director General, Mr Li Yong
on Monday, 19th August 2019 to
discuss possible areas of partnership
to grow industry in Kenya.
UNIDO
promotes
industrial
development for poverty reduction,
inclusive
globalization
and
environmental sustainability.

Speaking during the meeting, Mr Yong
noted that, “With the right policies,
a country can diversify its productive
capacity and improve industry’s
contribution to achieving both local and
global development goals.”
KAM Vice Chairman, Mr Mucai Kunyiha
noted that competitiveness is the most
valuable parameter for Kenya’s growth
prospects.

“Global competitiveness is crucial
to industrialization and sustained
productivity. It will ensure a country’s
capacity to provide productive jobs,
decent wages and consequently a
dependable social support system for its
population,” added Mr. Kunyiha.

Also present at the meeting was
Industry PS Ms. Betty Maina who
reiterated the government’s support
in growing the manufacturing sector in
Kenya.
“It is critical that we foster these
partnerships for us to accelerate the
achievement of the Big Four Agenda.
The support of UNIDO will go a long
way in assisting us achieve sustainable
industrial development in the country,”
concluded Ms Maina.
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KAM Team, led by the Ag. Sectors Manager, Ms Miriam Bomett and Department for International Development (DFID)
Head of Invest in Africa, Mr Kerry Conway visit United Arya (EPZ) Limited.

KAM North Rift Chapter engages Uasin Gishu County
Executives at the County Dialogue Forum held
in Eldoret. The Forums are an ongoing initiative
by Business Membership Organizations to have
structured dialogue with county governments in a bid
to ensure that their recommendations are included in
the counties Annual Development Plans (ADPs).
KAM Vice Chairman, Mr
Mucai Kunyiha, speaking
at the Waste Learning
Conference. See page 6
for additional details.

Kenya Bankers Association (KBA) launches 2019-2023
Strategic Plan themed responsive banking. “Multisectoral collaborations drive development by harmonizing
divergent views for a common position, increasing
outreach and coordinating the development of policies
that promote investment,” KAM Vice Chairman, Mr Mucai
Kunyiha.
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KAM engages DFID
Head of Invest in Africa
KAM engaged Department for
International
Development
(DFID) Head of Invest in Africa
Mr. Kerry Conway, on 15th
August 2019, to discuss DFID’s
Msingi Program.
The
Program
aims
to
alleviate poverty through
job creation in East Africa
by identifying and driving
the growth of high potential
industries including Textiles
and Apparel, Automotive and
Pharmaceuticals sectors.

Mr Conway noted that DFID
offers support services for
the development of industries
through the Msingi Program.
“Its purpose is to develop
competitive industries in East
Africa to attract investment
and drive job creation.
Through identification and
demonstration of potential
sectors, it is expected to crowd
in investors into sectors that
will become more competitive,”
said Mr Conway.

Speaking during the meeting,
KAM CEO, Ms Phyllis Wakiaga
noted that such partnerships
spur industrial growth. “Our
prosperity lies in our strategic
choice
of
development
partners. We are glad that DFID
is willing to invest in the sector
for poverty alleviation through
job and wealth creation,” said
Ms Wakiaga.
Mr Conway also visited
United ARYAN (EPZ )Ltd), a
Kenyan garment manufacturer
employing 10,000 people
producing 18 million garments
every year.

L-R: KAM CEO, Ms Phyllis Wakiaga, Tourism CS, Mr Najib Balala, KAM Vice Chairman,
Mucai Kunyiha and KAM Head of Policy, Research and Advocacy, Mr Job Wanjohi

KAM engages Tourism and
Wildlife Cabinet Secretary

KAM led by the Vice Chairman, Mr
Mucai Kunyiha and the CEO, Phyllis
Wakiaga engaged Tourism and Wildlife
CS, Mr Najib Balala to discuss the ban
of single-use plastics in national parks
and protected areas.

Challenges in waste management
are quite prevalent not just in Kenya
but globally. Although mitigation
efforts have been put in place in other
countries, the problem is exacerbated
in developing countries due to high
population growth and the attendant
rapid and sometimes unplanned
urbanization.
Speaking during the meeting, Mr
Kunyiha noted that, “There is value
in recycling plastics. Our Kenya
Plastics Action Plan will provide an
enabling circular economy for the
environmentally sustainable use and
recycling of plastics in Kenya.”

The Kenya Plastics Action Plan is a
collection private sector position
aimed at enabling a circular economy
for environmentally sustainable use
and recycling of plastics in Kenya.
The Plan, set to be launched this

September, aims to propose:
•
•

•

A road map to a Circular Economy
for plastics use and waste
management in Kenya

Identify the specific actions that the
public and private sector should
undertake to achieve the above
including waste management at
county level

Formation and regulation of
Extended Producer Responsibility
schemes and establishment of recycling value chains and standards.

Tourism CS, Mr Najib Balala/Footage
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KAM, KEBS host Forum on enriched COC
KAM in partnership with Kenya Bureau
of Standards (KEBS) held a sensitization
forum on the enriched Certificate of
Conformity (COC) on 15th August 2019
in Nairobi.
The
workshop
enlightened
manufacturers on the recently
adopted import procedure that
provides a framework for inspection
and certification of products at the
ports of entry. This is in line with the
Government circular referenced OP/
CAB 9/83A dated 4th June 2019.
The circular directed that all regulatory
agencies with mandates that involve
interventions of cargo at the ports
of entry to have their regulatory
requirements incorporated into the
Pre-Verification of Commodity program
thus the enriched COC.

Import inspection is provided for
under the Standards Act Cap 496 Laws
of Kenya and Legal Notice No. 127
of 19th June 2018. It consists of two
components;
•
•

Pre-Export Verification and
Conformity (PVOC)
Destination Inspection

PVOC Overview

PVOC is the conformity assessment
procedure applied at the country of
supply to ensure compliance of certain
imported products to applicable Kenyan
standards or approved specifications
and regulatory requirements.
PVOC objectives include;
•
•

Protection of consumers’ health,
safety, and the environment.

Block importation of substandard
and counterfeit goods at the

•
•
•

country of origin.

Reduce turnaround time for the
clearance of goods at the Port of
entry.
Provide a cost-effective procedure
for enforcement of standards.

Facilitate fair trade by preventing
illicit trade.

The basis of conformity is assessed
based on standards and regulatory
requirements. The Standards are
normally applied according to this
hierarchy:•
•

•

Kenyan Standards/East African
Community
standards
and
regulatory requirements

International
standards:
International
Organisation
for Standardisation (ISO), the
International
Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) and Codex.

National and regional standards
applicable in the manufacturer’s
country.

Manufacturer’s specifications

Service Providers - goods: KEBS has
contracted the following companies to
offer PVOC services for imported goods
with effect from 19/02/2018:- Intertek
International; Bureau Verita; China
Certification & Inspection (Group)
Inspection Co. Ltd (CCIC); Cotecna
Inspection S.A and SGS.
Service Providers - Motor Vehicles:
Quality Inspection Service Inc Japan
(QISJ) provide inspection services in
the following countries:- Japan, United
Kingdom (UK), Thailand, United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and South Africa (SA)

Certification routes

There are four (4) routes of certification:
•
•
•
•

Route A - Consignment inspection
and testing
Route B - Product Registration
Route C - Product Licensing

Route D - Inspection and verification
of consolidated goods. This route
is strictly for KEBS registered
consolidators.

Registration and
consolidator:•
•
•
•

Operation

as

a

Conditions for operation as a
consolidator.

Conditions for approval of the
warehouse.
Certificate of registration as a
consolidator
Conditions for
warehouses.

operations

of

Verification Fees Charged under PVOC
•

Route A: 0.60% of the FOB value

•

Route C: 0.35% of the FOB value

•
•

Route B: 0.55% of the FOB value

Route D: 0.75% of the FOB value

The fees do not include laboratory
testing,
manufacturing
licensing,
registration fees, sampling of bulk
shipment and Re-inspection.
cont’d on page 5
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KAM, KEBS host Forum on enriched COC
cont’d from page 4

Goods with a COC, exemptions
of raw materials - specifically for
manufacturers, Diamond Marks and
waivers by the Cabinet Secretary will be
given first priority during the clearance
process.
Goods without COC exemptions,
Diamond Mark, or Waivers will be
subjected to Destination Inspection at
a fee of 20% CIF value upon approval
by the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of
Industry, Trade and Cooperative.

After testing, goods found not meeting
requirements will be re-shipped or
destroyed at the owners’ cost. A local
KEBS COC will be issued for goods
meeting the Standard requirements.
PVOC challenges include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Delays in the handling of urgently
required consignment
Consolidated consignments

Diversion of transit goods to home
use

Concealed products across borders.
Strong
market
activities

surveillance

Supervision of loading/sealing of
containers

Enriched PVOC Program

Government through a circular dated
4th June 2019 appointed KEBS as the
lead Agency for:•

Coordinating inspection of goods at
the country of origin.

•

Issuance of enriched COC’s to
goods complying with applicable
standards
and/or
regulatory
requirements.

Regulatory agencies at the ports of
entry were reduced from 28 to 4 in
an effort of reducing duplication of
roles and efficiency. The Government
further grouped the agencies into five
categories which are:Category 1: Sea Vessel/Boarding
Passes - Port Health; Immigration;
Kenya Revenue Authority (customs
department) and Port Facility Security
Office (PFSO)- Kenya Ports Authority.

Category 2: Frontline Port operators
- Kenya Ports Authority (KPA); Kenya
Revenue Authority (KRA); Kenya
Railways Corporation (KRC) and the
Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS).

Category
3:
Intelligence-led
operators - National Intelligence
Service (NIS); Directorate of Criminal
Investigations (DCI); Kenya Plant
Health Inspectorate Services (KEPHIS)

Category 4: All Government Agencies
- This category includes all other
Agencies not included in category 1,2
and 3.
Category 5: Clearing Agents.

The enriched PVOC Program became
effective on 1st July 2019. In this
framework, products regulated by
other government agencies and were
listed as exempted in the PVOC manual
will require inspection and certification
before importation.
Regulatory Agencies covered by this
directive include1. Agriculture and Food Authority

2. Anti-Counterfeit Agency

3. Communications Authority of
Kenya

4. Directorate of Veterinary Services
5. Fisheries Department

6. Kenya Civil Aviation Authority
7. Kenya Dairy Board

8. Kenya Maritime Authority
Medical
9. Kenya
Technicians and
Board

Laboratory
Technologists

10. Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate
Service
11. Kenya Revenue Authority

12. Mines and Geological Department

13. National Environment Management
Authority
14. Nursing Council of Kenya

15. Pest Control Products Board

16. Pharmacy and Poisons Board
17. Port Health Services

18. Radiation Protection Board

19. Veterinary Medicines Directorate

Importers of products that are affected
by this directive are required to request
for certification from any of the PVOC
agents operating in the countries
of supply. They will be required to
provide valid registrations, licenses
and/or permits issued by the relevant
government agencies.
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WE VALUE YOUR
FEEDBACK
Dear Member,
Thank you for your support and
partnership in advocating for
competitive and sustainable
manufacturing sector.
In order to best serve you,
kindly share any issue(s) you
are facing by clicking on the
feedback form below.
FEEDBACK FORM
Thank you.
Regards,
KAM Team

CONTACT US
15 Mwanzi Road,
Westlands, Opp.
Westgate Shopping Mall
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Waste Learning Conference
Kenya Association of Manufacturers
(KAM), in partnership with Dow
Chemical (Project Butterfly Initiative),
held a Waste Learning Conference on
14th August 2019 in Nairobi.

The Conference discussions focused
on waste management policy review,
incentives to invest in recycling,
experiences by Wildlands South Africa
and realities of recycling and collecting
waste.
Speaking during the conference, KAM
Vice-Chair Mucai Kunyiha noted that,
“Industry has continuously indicated
that there is value in recycling plastics.
In fact, the formation of PETCO Kenya
is a clear demonstration of industry’s
commitment to reducing plastic
pollution.”

•

Way Forward:

www.kam.co.ke

info@kam.co.ke
		

1. Transport of Cargo through
SGR

@kam_kenya

•

Kenya Association of
Manufacturers

•

Develop standards for recycled
products.
Private sector to self regulate
by marking their products to
demonstrate
the
packaging’s
design for recycling.

Design impactful solutions to waste
management.

Participants were also enlightened on
innovative waste solutions, including
glass crusher, green brick machine, and
pyrolysis.
We should look at waste holistically,
that is, the social, economic and

Kenya Association of
Manufacturers

•

environmental aspects. This will
change the public’s mindsets from
the economical value of waste
to the need for having a clean
environment.

•

Participants at the Waste Learning
Conference

TOP 2 POLICY ISSUES IN THE MEDIA

•

Business Daily: Jobs on the
line, transporters, firms warn
over railway order

Daily
Nation:
Truckers
protest order to transport all
cargo through SGR

2. Job Losses
•

•

The Standard: More job
losses loom as technology
disruption takes toll on
companies

Soko Directory: Companies
planning
to
retrench
employees in 2019

